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and the luck'ess Psammenitos in whose reign Egypt was
swallowed up in the vast dominion of Persia.

Psammitichos himself had to spend, it is said,    Nekos,
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nearly thirty years in the siege of Azotos or psammem-
Ashdod, and his presence there was so far tos<
fortunate that it enabled him to arrest the march of the
Scythian hordes which would otherwise have found
their way into Egypt. His son Nekos, the Pharaoh
Necho of the Jewish historians, had to contend with more
formidable enemies for the possession of Judaea and Phe-
nicia. The Median king Kyaxares had, it is said, taken
the city of Nineveh, while the Babylonian sovereign,
Nebucadnezzar, claimed the submission of all the lands
lying to the north of the desert of Sinai, The campaigr
of Nekos in Palestine was at the outset suc-
cessful. Josiah, the Jewish king, fell at Mag-
dolon (Megiddo); and Jerusalem, known to Herodotos as
Kadytis (it still bears the name El Khoddes), became the
prize of the conqueror. But the fruits of his victory were
lost, when he encountered Nebucadnezzar on the field of
Kirkesion (Carchemish). From his son after a short
and uneventful reign the sceptre passed to Apries,the last
of the line of Psammitichos. An expedition of Apries,
the Hophrah of the Jewish Books of Kings, against the
Greek colonies of Barke and Kyrene, ended in a failure
which led the men of the Egyptian military caste to suspect
that he had puiposely led them into disaster in order to
establish his own power by the diminution of their
numbers. The suspicion led to their revolt under Amasis,
who became kir?g in spite of the efforts of the Greek
mercenaries on behalf of Apries. The four-and-forty
years of the reign of Amasis were for Egypt a breathing-
time of comparative tranquillity before the storms of Per-
sian invasion and conquest. For the Greek settlers in
the Delta it was a period of great prosperity. Their
settlement of Naukratis received the privilege of a